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Pſalm 119, the formers pit of of v. 158. 
I beheld the Tranſgreſſous, and was Grieved. | 


MON che ſeveral ans given 
us in Holy Scripture, of Pious and De- 
vout Perſons, it is peculiarly recorded 
| of David, that he was a Man after God's | 
own Heart. GH Sam. 13. 14. and A&Fs 13. 22, ) 
Which Great Character, we no. where find, more 
fully verify d, than in the Pſalm, of which my 
Text is a Part, the ſeveral Verſes thereof being 
ſo many Breathings of a Soul, entirely poſſeſs d 
with an Ardent Love of God; and therefore ex- 
preſſing it ſelf, not only as very "Deſi irous and 
Careful tor its Ow part to Obey the Divine 
as deeply ſenſible of, 


und heartily forry for, the Impiety and Diſobe- 
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ce of Others, ® 
That it is a Duty 3 upon every one, 
to {be Grieved for his Own Sins, None (I hope) 
are ſo groſly i ignorant, as Not to 2 But that 
Hvery Good Man ought likewiſe to be Grie- 
8 for the Sins of Others. this (I fear.) is a Du- 
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13 410 not ſo well known and conſider d, as it ſhould k 
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9 1 by All Men, and more ef pecially by Us of 
the Clergy; when can a Diſcourſe of this Na- 
ture be judg'd more proper, than at ſuch a So- 
lemn Meeting of Perſons, who by their Sacred 
Office are ſer apart and deſi gn'd for the utmoſt 
Advancement of Religion and Piety ? 
leaving therefore the Principles of the Do- 
cCrrine of Chriſt, let Us, my Reverend Brethren, 
90 on to Perfection. Let Us not think it enough, 
that we allow not Our-ſelves in any Courſe of 
7 Impiety ; and that altho' we ſometimes Fall, yet 
we Riſe again by a Speedy and Daily Repentance: | 
but let Us advance further yet, and to our Re- 
pentances for our Own Sins, let Us add a tender 
Concern and unfeign'd Sorrow for the Sins of O. 
| thers.” And this in Imitation of Holy David, 
that Man after God's own Heart; who tells us in 
| my Text, that He could not but Grieve, when 
he ſaw Others' tranſgreſs the Laws of God: 1 be. 
held the Tranſgreſſorrgng and was Grieved. 1 
In diſcourſing on w i ch Words, I ſhall recom-4 # 
mend to your Practice David's Example, as 19 
that Particular and Great Ac of Picty, mentieffd 
in my Text, by ſetting before Tou, A Rea. 4 
ſonableneſs, and 2. the Advantages of it. 1 
357333535 Reaſons, why we ought to have a Re- 5 
' ligious Concern for the Tranfareſſi ons of Others, 
may be drawn, either from God, or from the 3 
| Tranſereſſours themſelves, or, Laſt Key 1 Our 
: = Selves. And, 
I. It is moſt highly Reafoibile: that we Sieuld 
b. ee oy te es OE i zons rof bib in Tee 5 1 
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ſpe& of GOD. For the Proof hereof, 1 necd 
but appeal to that Carriage or Behaviour, which, 
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i d to be due from Us, either towards our Na- 
tural Parents, or the Sovereign Power we live un- 


cern d Spectator, would not All Good and Diſin- 
tereſted Perſons juſtly condemn Me, in one re- 


Diſloyal Subject? 
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Univerſally allow'd Title, to my Concern for his 


being Only, Inſtrumental to my Coming into this 


ſome ſhort time: how much Better Title has my 
Heavenly Father, to my Coneerti for his Honour 
and Glory? fince in Hin 
" Hype my very Being; Andyſince He it is, who not. 
ng gives 10 Life ami Breath, and All things that 
1 ſuch Good things a as paſs Mau Underſtand- 
ing in the World to come. AF. 1 7. 25, 28. 1 Cor. 2. . 
. Ta like manner, if my Earthly Sovereigncan lay 


| fo. good a Claim, to my Concern for his Right, 


" . and Dignity, upon the Account of the Authori- 


t he is inveſted with; how much ſtronger Claim TE 


* to the like Concern has my Heavenly, King, by 


= us - 5p their Authority ? i 


by the general Conſent of Mankind, is acknow- F 


|| der. ForſhouldAnyot theſe ſuffer or be injur d. 
in any Branch of their undoubted Right, tho' I 
'!  - ſhould not be an Abetter of the Injurious Party; 
| yet ſhould I be content to fit down as an Uncon- 4 


ſpe&, as an Undutiful Son, in the other, as a | 
And now ' my. Earthly Father has ſuch an 
| , Right and Reputation, upon the Account of his | 


World, and perhaps to my Well-being here for | 


T lize, and move, and 


Id ʒ but has alſo prepar d for A 


' WM hom All Earthly Princes Reign, and from Ig 7 * 
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| CS 1 
Io ſtrengthen what has been faid, it is to be 
* obſerv'd, that the more Special Motive of Da- 
24 vid's Grieving for the Tranſgreſſions of Others, 
was That I am now ſpeaking of, the Conſidera- 
tion that ſuch Tranſgreſſions are ſo many Indig- 
* nities offer'd to GOD. This is evident from the 
2 Jaſt Clauſe of the Verſe, from which my Text is 
taken. For the Whole Verſe runs thus: I beheld 
tꝛ be Tranſereſſors, and was Grieved; becauſe they 
* keep not Thy Mord. And in v. 136. of this ſame 
2 Pſalm we have the ſame Reaſon alledg d, to that 
with the Greatneſs of David's Grief occafion'd 
thereby Rivers of Waters run down mine Eyes, 
becauſe they heep not Thy Law. 
Ihe Conſiderations hitherto offer d have an E- 
qual Reſpect to 4 Chriſtians, but there is ſtill 
remaining another Conſideration, which has a 
Peculiar Regard to Us of the Clergy. It is the Du- 
ty of Every Subject, to have a juſt Concern for 
the Right and Honour of his Sovereign; but ſuch / 
of his Subjects, as are entruſted by Him to be his / 1 
Ambaſſadours, theſe have a Peculiar Obligatiog{ * 
laid upon them, to be More than ordinary Seyft- 
ble of any Indignity offer d to his. Na jgſtx- Tou 
know then, Brethren, that it is the Grat Honour 
of our Sacred Function, that We are * Aubaſſa- 
I dours for Chriſt. We therefore cannot truly think, 
Ichat We diſcharge Our Duty, by barely. f Walk- 
Jing Worthy of the Vocation, wherewith We are cal 
ia common with other Chriſtians ; but we maſt © . 
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always remember, that it is Our Indiſ penſable | 


Duty, to Walk alſo Worthy of that Special and 


High Vocation, wherewith We are call'd to be 1 
| Miniſters of the Goſps el, and ſo Ambaſſadours of God. 
The Deportment of Common Ambaſſadours may 1 


be of good uſe to Us in this Matter. They are 


not only Careful to avoid Converſation, with | 
ſuch as are Declared Enemies to their reſpective 1 
Princes, and whom they have hopes of bringing 
to Terms of Friendſhip; but ſhew alſo a Quick -* 
Senſe of any Indignity offer'd to their Princes, 
tho by thoſe that Out wardly profeſs Eſteem and J 


* Friendſhip to them. This Deportment may ſerve 


to make us reflect, whether We are not too apt 

to be more Remiſs in maintaining the moſt Su- 
preme Dignity of the King of Kings, to whom | 
We have the honour to be Ambaſſadours. This 

may ſerve to put us iu Mind, that We ought not 
only to avoid Familiarity or Converſation, with 
Tigious Principles or 


4 \, Croffer Immoralities) Felare themſelves to be 
EM 133 Enemies, to Chriſtianity ; but alſo in our 


as Profeſs and have fome 

gar$» Chriſtian Religion, We ought to 
ſhew a Oak Senſe of any lndignity offer'd to 
our Lord and Maſter. We ought to be Orieved, 
not only at downright Drunkenneſs, but alfo at 
ever borders upon 15 at whatever tends to 
| Promote or Encourage it. We ought, not only 
to expreſs our de of downright Swear- 
or Curſing, but alſo to ſhew a Quick and 
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|| vine Majeſty, by nfing the Name of GOD or 


LORD ix vain, i. e. without Neceſſary Occa- 
ſion, or even then, without Due Reverence. For. 
I as the Pſalmiſt teaches Us, * Holy and Reverend 
is His Name. His Name is Holy, i. e. never to 
be us'd but on Holy Occafions ; and his Name 
is Reverend, i. e. never to be us d but with Great 
ZReverence.- In a Word, to keep a Familiarity 
with any . that will not be brought to have 
2 Due and Tender Regard for the Honour of 
7 God, by conforming himſelf to All his Holy 
Commands, is (Ithink) altogether inconſiſtent 
with the Character of a Clergy-man. And it is 
to be conſider'd, that if We are found Faulty 
| herein, We ſhall at the laſt Day receive the 
Greater Damnation, as having acted Unworthi- 


- WWE 


on Servantsrof Chriſt, but much more of An- 


Others, foraſmuch as All ſuch Tranſgreſſions a 


ly of the Name, not only of Chriſtians or Com- 


baſſadours for Chriſt. And thus much for the 
Firſt Head of Arguments, which ſhew the Rea- / 
ſonableneſs of Grieving for the Tranſ greſſions of f 


ſo many Indignities offer'4"t&\G O D. for whole 
Honour Every Oe, but more eſpecially #Feof the 
Clergy, ought to have a Great Regard and Con- 
ern. 5 
7. I proceed now in the Second Place to ſhew, 
that it is very Reaſonable for Us, to be Griewed 


for\the Tranſereſſions of Others, and that on ac 


Mn of the Iranjgreſour: them elves. It is uni· <A 
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| verſally eſteem'd the Duty of Every one, to be 


touch d with a Fellow- feeling of the Calamities of 


Another, for whom he is any ways oblig d to have 


2 Love or Kindneſs. Inſomuch, that to have No | 


 Loneern for Another's Misfortune, is, according to 


the general Interpretation of Mankind, to have 
No Kindneſs for him. Wherefore, Sin being (at | 


leaſt in its Conſequences) of All Calamities the 
_ Greateſt, if the Perſon Sinning be upon any ac- * 
count entitled to my peculiar Love and Kind- 
neſs, I ought to be proportionably Troubled for 


him, For ſhall T think It is my Part, to be Grie- | 
ved for the Temporal Misfortunes of my Relati- | 


on or Acquaintance, which (ſuppos d at the ve- 


ry Worſt) muſt have an end inno long time,and 


prepare and fit him for an Eternal State of Hap- 


pineſs in the Life to come? And ſhall I not 
think it mach more my Part, .to'be much more 

Grieved, whenever I ſee à Relation or Acquain- 
| "\ance,by his Tranſgreſſions (i. e. his Sinful Cour- 

N likely to Miſcarry as to his Spiritual Well- 
fate ſince this is à Miſcarriage, which expoſes 


F Him notonly'to God's Judgments here, but alſo 
to All the Horrors, All the Deſpair, All the Tor- 
ments, Eternal Torments of the Damn'd hereaf- 
ter. Surely, if we wou'd act according to the 
S Rules: of Right Reaſon, as the Anguiſh of a 
Damm d Soul infinitely exceeds the Pairfs of 2 
Sick Body, and as a State of Eternal Torment], 
d . infinitely more Unſupportable than any State 
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of Miſery, that can be endured in this Momen- 
of Life; ſo ſhould our Grief for the Tranſgreſſi 
5 it of our Relations or Acquain- 


ons or Wickedneſs of o ations OT Requain 
tance, Greatly ſurpaſs our Grief for their Bodi- 
iy Als, or Temporal Msfortanes, ss. 
But let us ſuppoſe the Tranſgreſſor to be a 
perſon, we are utterly unacquainted with; or to 
be even our Enemy, our Greateſt Enemy; yet 
there are not wanting ſeveral Conſiderations, 
which plainly ſhew it to be our Duty, 0 be 


oY 


) Orieved for the Trenſgreſſions of another, though 
e be thus Unknown, or III. affected to Us. The 
Author of our Nature, is the God of Love; 
and therefore He has implanted in All of Us a 
certain Degree of Tenderneſs and Compaſſion, 
which we can't lay aſide, without forfeiting 
thereby our Title to Humanity. Hence it comes 
to paſs, that to treat even Our Greateſt Enemy, 
after ſo cruel a, manner, as is inconſiſtent with 
the leaſt degree of Pity and Compaſſion, is moſt / | 
juſtly ſtiled w_ and Unhumane. And on the / : 
i ſame Score, to be able to fee Another, eithen * 


actually ſuffering, or liable to ſuffer, the malt 
Exquiſite Torments, without expreſſing any o- 
ken of Commiſeration for him, is juſtly accoun- 
f. Ited to ſavour nothing leſs of Inhumanity, than to 
1e] be able to AT the greateſt Cruelticg, Wherefore if; 
„Ithe bare Principles of Humanity require Me, to 
a have ſame Pity, ſome Compallion, even for m 
nt Oreateſt Enemy, when he is ſuffering, or about 
telle ſuffer, the ſevereſt Puniſhments that Homaſe 
bi Ude can infli>t upon Him; then by parity of 3 
RN} Þ * — & _-— Re 
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= e how much. more Grieved ought I to i he. 
|| according; to no other Principles than thoſe of 
Wn - Humanity, when l ſee the Worſt Enemy I have, 
bp his Tranſgreſſions pulling down on his Head 
thoſe Unconceivable Torments, which Divine | 
Juſtice has denounc d againſt ſuch Tranſgreffors 
of his moſt Holy Law.and Commandments. © : 
But the Truth 1 am-now eſtabliſhing, will ap- 
pear moſt Clear, and beyond All Exception, 
from the precepts of Chrictianity. For I am * 
{| thereby obliged to extend my Love, not only to 
my Relations or Acquaintance, but tothe Whole 
| Race of Adam, even to thoſe which Hate me, 
and are my Enemies: it being the poſitive and | 
1! plaia Command of our Saviour, ( Mare. 5: 44.) 
Lowe your Enemies, &c. And it has been,already 
| fhewn, that tis our Duty to Grieve for the Ca- 
lamities, and therefore elpecialiy for the Sins of 
thoſe ve Love. i / 
In reference to "hat ha N ſpo hen: on this 

| Kecohe Head, I can urge 3 and there- 
fore ſhall alledge 1 no Other: Example, than that 
1 our Bleſſed Saviouf. We know, that the 
. 0 5 Udetetion of .the. Great Ruin and Deſtructi- 
on, WiſthmlſE Jews were about to bring upon 
* W tare Nation by their obſtinate Unbelief and 
cCourſe of Impiety. made our Lord, as he _ 
1 drew near, a beheld the City Jeruſe alem, to 
= weep over it, with. moſt Compaſſiona Er- 
1 preflions or tief and Concern. (Lak, 19. 
41. g 8 know alſo, that tho Conſe dc ; 
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Tory” 
kind by Sin was become liable, was a Principal 


f | Motive, that made our Gracious! Redeemer be- 
come here on Earth 4 Man of Sorrows, and ac- 


1 quainted : with Grief. (Iſai. 53. 3.9 e 
e | 
8 


It remains to obſerve, far We of the Clergy 
are in a peculiar manner obliged to be Grieved 
for the Tranſgreſſions of Others on the account 

I am ſpeaking of, or in conſideration of the moſt 
Fatal Miſchief they bring on their Souls. The 
Reaſon is this: n GOD hath in a {| pecial 
manner Committed to Us the Care of Souls. For 
the Right Diſcharge of which Great Truſt, we 
| onght to have always in our Thoughts thoſe! 
Words of God to the Prophet Ezekiel, ch. 32. 
79. Son of Map, I have ſet thee 4 WW eb. 
urto be Houſe of Iſrael . therefore thou ſhalt hear 
the Mord of, my Month, and warn then from Me. 
fen [| . aan the Wicked: O Wick d Man, 
bon ſbalt ſurely die: if thou doit not ſpeak to-wary 
tbe. wicked - from his” May, that Wicked Man pb??? 
die in his Iniquity; but bis Blood will require at 
hy Hand. But if thou warneſt the Wicked of his, Ef. IJ 
Way, to turn from it ; if he turns not from i 
21 Way, he ſhatk die in his TEN the Lnhall c 
tered. 1hy Soul. | n es 1 
3. I come now in the Third: place, to tha the 3 
Reaſouableneſs of being Grieved for the Tranſ-' 
preſſrons of Others, in ref Het of Our Selves. And 
This will ſafficient! y appear: from this Conſi gera- "= 
. Tien, that there is (I believe) No * One) that 
Fhro' che Whole Courſe of his Life, more parti- ? 9 
. in bis Youth, has taken fo . ard Con- I 
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ſtant heed to his Ways, as Never to have con- 
j tributed to the Tranſgreſſion of Any Other, ei- 
| ther by Tempting him to Sin, or elſe by Con- 
[i curring with him in Sin. And if the very Beſt 
of Men are not wholly Free from this Charge, 
| how much more Guilty muſt the Leſs · perfect be, | 
| who make by far the greateſt Part of Mankind. 
| Iuould be eaſy to illuſtrate the Truth of this 
| Confideration, by deſcending to the ſeveral Par- 
ttcular Relations, that are between Man and Man, 
| and the ſeveral Particular Duties reſpectively ap- 
pertaining to Each of them. But as this is a Sub- 
ject much too large for a. part of a Single Diſ- 
{ 
N 


courſe ; ſo among the ſeveral Branchesof it, there 
is but One that has à peculiar Reſpect to this Au- 
ditoty, which is that of a Miniſters Relation 
i and Duty towards, his Pariſhioners or more ge- ; 
nerally, that of a Clergg- man to wards Al Others. 

And this is (I hope) a Subject ſo well conſider- 
ed and. underſtood by the Reverend Perſons 
therein concern d, that need not inſiſt upon it. 
Only I crave leave to put you and my ſelf in re- 
= mkmbrance, that Wegas Ambaffadors of G00, 
cube to be more eſpecially Careful, that We do 
not Any ways Concur to the Tranſgrefſions of. 
Others; particularly by our Want of Admonifh- | 
3 = ing Others. of their Tranſgreſſions 5 much Jeſs: 
1 


by our keeping up a Familiarity or Intimacy with 
ſuch Tranſgrefſours, as are not to be wiought 
vpon by Admonition; and leaſt of all by giving 
S Our-ſelves-Bad Example to Others. Let Us a 
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ſerving Our: ſelves the Pious and Primitive Con- 
ſtitutions of Our Church Cas to other Particu- 
lars, ſo) in reſpect to Holy- days and other 
Weekly Returns of Publick Prayer; We put in- 
to the Mouths of our Adverſaries, an Argument, 
which, tho it carries No Force againſt the Con- 
ſtitutions of our Apoſtolical Church, yet carries 
in it a Great Deal of Reproach to ſuch of her Mi- 
* niſters, as are Faulty Herein. What indeed can 
more juſtly Provoke GO D himſelf, entirely to 
Deprive us of the Happy Eftabliſhment Our Ar. - 
poſtolical Church now enjoys, than Our Not. 
| duly Valuing this Our Happineſs, by duly and 


* 


* || grarefully making uſe of all the Opportunities, . 

: | vonchſafed Us to ſerve GOD Publickly, not 
only on Sundays but alſo on Other days Js -—__— 
Week. Laſtly, let us be more eſpecially Care. 
+ ful not to be Impos'd upon 'Our-felves, much, 
ess to Impoſe upon thers, by Falſe Names, or 
Words wrong applied. Of ort is 
„Hays the Word MODERATION, which, 
tho' in ſome Senſe it may de ote a Virtue; ang 

c be Praiſe-worthy ; yet in ane her Senſe | i ny. 

O denote a Very great Sin, and ſo very B 

Ff. worthy. And in that reſpect, l it is 


Phiſe-vorrhy! let it be ns'd without Partiality... 5 
Let us ſeriouſſy confider, whether We are not 
h ſindiſpenſably oblig d to exerciſe the Virtue of 

I Dloderalion, as well towards Any Member of the 

8 Khurch of England, that may differ from Us. in. 

Ws ome Opinions, as towards Any. Other . that 8 
e Aeuber of our 1 Primitive and. Apo- = 
Fat Church, „ . i 
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4 Tis evident that my Text fairly offer d me an 
1 occaſion, to ſpeak diſtinctly of All the ſeveral 


|  Tranſereforrs that We behold among Us, but nei- 


ther would the Time nor my Own Inclinations 
permit me to go thro ſo Ungrateful and Melan- 
choly a Task. And therefore having contented 
my felf to take notice Curforily and by che Bye, 
[of fame few Tranſgreſſours ; I ſhall cloſe the 
s Firſt General Part of this Diſcourſe, by giving | 
| Yau the Sum of what has been ſaid, concerning | 
the Reaſonableneſs of being or jeved for the 
1 ranſ. grefons of Others. And the Sum thereof | 
5 is this: 8 A 


Since GOD < for whoſe Honour Every Mar, 
and el cially Every Clergy- man, as being GD. 
Ambaſſadour, ought to have the moſt/ Tender 
8 Se is greatly diſhonoured by the Tranſ- 
on of His Laws; ſince the 2 
emteles (for the Welfare of w oſe Souls E- 
very Man, and eſpecially, 


very. Clergy- man, as 
' 1M being intruſted with the Gare af Souls, ought to 
= Kavc a Tender Concern 


become by their Sins 
tpoxious to Etgpfla "Miſery z and laſtly, ſince | 
| ther wag ayer hut ſometime or. other becomes 
E 9 to the Tranſgreſſions of Others: upon 
= © theſe Conſiderations, - drawn from GOD, the 
 =E Traxſerefovrs themſelyes, and Our Own ſelves, it 
appears moſt highly Reaſonable for Us, to be 
Like Holy David) ſi incerely Grieved, whenever we 
F behold Another tranſgreſſing the Law of GOD. 
[ . 1 Hall now barely ment ion ſome Advan- |: 
> 18 ariſing from 2 0 Practice, of fie. Ws ne: |: 
fa 1 „ 4 1* 
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And tft. ſuch a Religious Concern for the Sins 
of Others is a very Good, if not Infallible, Proof 
of the Sincerity of our Love, both to GOD and 
Yar Fs, 1 which is (as the Apoſtle aſſures 
us) the Fulfiling of the Law. Rom. 13. 10. 
Adly. Such a Religious Concern for the Sins of 
0 -Ochers i is an Excellent Means, to bring the Sin- 
ners themſelves to a Senſe of their Cullt; and al- 
ſo to remedy that Unchriſtian Humour, which 
obtains too much in the World, of making the 
Sins of Others the Commonsubjel s of our Vain 
and idle Diſcourſes, not to ſay, of our Jeſting 
and Merriment. And conſequently ſuch'a Reſĩi- 
gious Grief tends, by both the aforemention i 
ways, very- much to promote the Honour and : 
Glory of GOD. | 
2dly. Such a Religious Grief for the Sins of 
Others, is a very Proper Means to prevent ane 
avert thoſe Temporal Judgments, which the Di- 
vine Juſtice might by ſuch Sins be otherwiſe pro- 
vok'd, to ſend upon the 
| Achly and laſtly, a 


r MS LETS 


| Eligious Grief for the“ 
| Tranſg greſſions of As. Jood Means, to SE 
| cure and Enhaunce Our Own Eternal Happineſs 
in the World to come. For, as. We are fon 'd, 
| that ſuch as Repent and ſincerely Mowrn for cee 
On Sins, ſſa be comforted ; ſo we may reaſon-" 
-| ably conclude, that ſuch, 28 to their Sortow for 
their Oma Offences join an Unfeigned Grief for 
| the Tranſgreſſions of Others, ſhall ge 
| bereafter- with a Donble Meaſure of Conſolation. 
4. IIe, that thus Sow l lenteouſſy in Tears, fhilt 
4 8 5 -- in Tor Mas. 54 Pats 126 5 in 


ne 


ation wherein We live. # £ 


( 16). 


In a Word, as our . er is now moſt 
highly exalted, being ſat down on the Right ö 
Hand of the Majeſty 3 in Heaven; becauſe * He 
was bruiſed, not for hi: Own, but for Our Iniqui- 
ties, and was wounded, not for 45s Owh, but for 
| the Tranſgreſſions of Mankind : fo thoſe his Fol- 
lowers; that come neareſt to the Great Pattern 
He has ſet them, by Afflicting and Wounding 
their Hearts with Grief, not only for their Own, 
but alſo: for the Sins of Others, theſe ſhall here. 
by F Baus an Entrance miniſtred unto them Abun- 
dani, into the Everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord 
and Saviour FESUS CHRIST:. theſe ſhall 
be More highly Exalted, and placed: Nearer to 
the Throne of the Lamb in the Kingdom, of 
Heaven. . D 
The Grace of N Jeſu as Chriſz 700 the 
N tone of God, and the Fellowſhip ↄf the Tn 
\ Ghoſt, be with us All Evermorg, fs en. 
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